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3D Photo-Montage

McLea’s childhood saw him travelling across an array of landscapes that eventually piqued his interest in visual 

imagery. Armed with an SLR camera, he began exploring the medium of photography, which led him to study at 

the National College of Photography, from which he graduated in 2005. His world view has inspired him to push 

the boundaries of creativity in interpreting and representing “what the lens sees”. At only 33 years of age, he has 

developed a unique visual style that defines his imagery and gives his photography widespread appeal. Panoramic 

landscapes and city scenes have been the inspiration for Sandy McLea to express his artistic passion in an engaging 

photomontage series, created over a six year period. The series depicts scenes as varied as graffiti on the streets 

of Barcelona, harbours and light houses in Cape Town and the desolate vistas of the Karoo. The simplicity of each 

image belies the painstaking effort that goes into its creation. Very often McLea takes hundreds of photographs of 

his subject from different parallel vantage points, subtly altering focus, perspective and exposure from one image 

to the next. Of these, a few images are selected for the final composition, which are then printed and laid out on a 

work table in his studio.  This informal grouping is spread out and lay there, often for weeks on end, before the final 

arrangement crystallizes in the artist’s mind. Delicate adjustments are made from day to day until he is pleased 

with the assemblage. Lines and subject definition are carefully overlapped and then masterfully repeated to create a 

rhythmic kaleidoscopic effect. Also part of the series are unique “hand assembled” photomontages, where physical 

prints are grouped together and pasted on a backing board to create a unique three dimensional illustration. 
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Archival framing

In order to protect your investment it is important that the prints are framed correctly. The photographs 

should never be glued directly onto a backing board but rather be pasted directly onto a thin aluminum 

plate using specialised archival adhesive. Our preferred method of framing is where the prints are either 

taped to the reverse side of the mounting board or suspended on archival clips. Clips are hinged onto the 

backing board of the frame using a minimal amount of archival adhesive which allows the artwork to be 

floated between the glass and the backing board, ensuring the protection of the print and easy removal for 

re-framing.

Mounting board must be 100% acid free and 2mm clear; non reflective UV inhibiting glass or museum dis-

play glass should be used. It is vital that the frame is sealed in order to keep out moisture, dust and insects. 

To achieve a clean uncomplicated look it is recommended that white or off - white mount board is used 

within a simple black or white frame.   The weight of the outer frame is adjusted according to the size of the 

print. 

Archival permanence

In order to ensure archival value photographs are printed on 100% acid free - fine art - mould made paper. 

Ultra Chrome / Carbon Pigment inks are used to guarantee durability and permanence of colours.  Images 

are also only printed on order to ensure longevity.

Giclée printing technique

The word giclée means to spray or to squirt liquid.  Ink is applied to fine-art textured paper using modern 

ink-jet technology. A “giclée print” connotes an elevation in print making technology which was introduced 

in the 1990’s. Prints are generated from high resolution files using archival quality inks onto various 

mediums including canvas, fine art, and photo-base paper. The giclée printing process provides better 

colour accuracy than other means of reproduction and has exceptional archival permanence. The quality 

of the giclée print rivals traditional silver-halide and gelatin printing processes and is commonly found in 

collections, museums, and art galleries around the world. 

Validation

The Signature - Martin Osner Collection is a series of Limited Edition Prints, individually numbered and 

signed. All artworks are embossed with the artists’ initials. 

Lifespan

Under normal viewing conditions the prints are estimated to offer a lifespan of 130 years before any 

noticible change may accure. (Independent study www.wilhelm-research.com)  It is important that the 

prints are framed using acid free mounting board and are kept on display out of direct sunlight.   
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